FRANK
PESCI

ROYAL FLUSH

a comic opera in one act
for five women and piano



Cast of Characters

The Players - four sisters, either by blood or experience:

Roste, whose “tell” is prolific profanity ............ Colaratura Soprano
Cee-Cee, whose “tell” 1s incessant giggling.................... Soubrette
Frankie, whose “tell” 1s overbearing self-confidence.... Lyric Soprano
Annie, whose “tell” is explosive anger............ Lyric Mezzo Soprano

The Dealer - their mother:
Dee-Dee, who has a perfect poker face ..... Dramatic Mezzo Soprano

Performance Note: This work contains mature language. “Clean” options

are provided for use, as deemed appropriate by the performing bodb.


Cast of Characters

Rosie, whose “tell” is prolific profanity ………… Colaratura Soprano
Cee-Cee, whose “tell” is incessant giggling……………….. Soubrette
Frankie, whose “tell” is overbearing self-confidence…. Lyric Soprano
Annie, whose “tell” is explosive anger…………Lyric Mezzo Soprano



Dee-Dee, who has a perfect poker face ….. Dramatic Mezzo Soprano 


The Players - four sisters, either by blood or experience:

The Dealer - their mother:

Performance Note: This work contains mature language. “Clean” options are provided for use, as deemed appropriate by the performing body.


ROYAL FLLUSH

an opera in one act
Music and Libretto by

FRANK PESCI

Lights up on a parlor, family room, or living room in a modest home. A table takes up most of the space in the center of the room, and a piano is in
the corner. At the center of the table (center stage) sits DEE-DEE; fo her right sit ROSIE and CEE-CEE, to ber left, FRANKIE and
ANNIE. Around the room are various pieces of furniture, including a mafkeshift bar on which are a few bottles of wine and empty glasses. On this
mafkeshift bar leans the PIANIST, who is looking on while a hand of poker comes to its conclusion.

FRANKIE with a grand, triumphant gesture: Read 'em and weep, suckers! HA HAAA!!l Gimme all your money!

DEE-DEE, having folded long before the showdown, watches calmly as ROSIE lets out a string of obsceneties, CEE-CER tries to langh off the
loss, and ANNIE seeths at having been fooled once again.

FRANKIE rubbing it in: When, oh WHEN, Dear Lord, will they ever learn! Gitls, when "The Frankie Show" is playin', you ain't
watchin' nothin' else! Cee-Cee, you had to have been joking with that awfil...

DEE-DEE calling to the PLIANIST, and interrupting FRANKIE, 20 the relief of the OTHERS: Honey, play something nice, would
you?

PIANIST nods and crosses to the piano.

Relaxed J. = 56 (} = throughout) DEE-DEE collects the cards, arranging them into a deck.
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ALL settle back to their places at the table
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Talking over each other:

ROSIE: What? Give credit, please....

CEE-CEE: It's true, you're all terrible poker players.
FRANKIE: Oh, that's a lovely thing to say

ANNIE is having ber first good langh of the night.
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FRANKIE cutting everyone off: ALL RIGHT!IIl ENOUGH! New Game: Two-Card Gut, Drop.
Two-Three Rule is in effect.

beat
ROSIE: Uh...
CEE-CEE: What does that mean?
beat
ANNIE: OK! Let's...take a break.
beat
917
o) a)
P’ A
7 -
S~V
D)
Pno.
~
~
): -
918
A 3 ~ ~
4 | [r— | | Y T 114
e lie— ‘ ‘ ‘ ¥ = | = 2
[%’—d—‘—‘ ; | I I8
Who_____ wants a fresh one?
) A PIANIST ~ ]
G = = 8
D)
Pro. (sopken): 1 DO
o ~
¢): - - >
/ 8




102

ANNIE (% CEE-CEE):
She wasn't right for you

2 throughout)

Relaxed J. = 56 ()

FRANKIE rushes to the bar as the others cackle
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ANNIE zakes a deep breath and nods shakily. ROSIE reaches for her hand.
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ANNIE: Now, what are we gonna do

about Gus?
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One of them starts laughing, then they all start langhing.
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